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life. The Disaster Plan Act will reau-
thorize FEMA’s predisaster mitigation
grant program. None of us can stop
natural disasters from happening, but
we can and we must be prepared for
what happens when a disaster occurs.
Project Impact was a program that
worked in a FEMA that worked, and
now we need to bring it back.

———

SAVING LIVES AND DOLLARS IN
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, each
week I come before Congress to remind
my colleagues of areas of health care
where we can save lives and money.
This week I want to mention that
timely prenatal care, or medical care
for women before pregnancy, can also
save lives and money. One million
American women deliver babies annu-
ally without receiving prenatal care,
and in the United States more than
250,000 low birth weight infants are
born each year who may subsequently
have higher risk for various handicaps,
heart defects, respiratory illnesses, et
cetera. Women who are diabetic or are
depressed have higher risk for this. The
average costs in investing to help save
these risks can save us between $1 and
$4 when providing prenatal care and re-
ducing neonatal intensive care costs
later. It is a good investment for Amer-
ica to continue, and public-private
partnerships are a way of continuing to
do this.

I recommend Congress continue to
look favorably on funding those pro-
grams that help provide prenatal care
to continue to save lives and money.

For further information, I suggest
my colleagues go to my Web site, mur-
phy.house.gov, to learn about this and
other ways that we can save lives and
dollars in health care costs.

——————

CALLING FOR A BIPARTISAN
COMMISSION ON KATRINA

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina, the finger-
pointing continues. Today’s New York
Times reports on its interview with
former FEMA head Michael Brown. In
the interview, Mr. Brown blames Lou-
isiana’s Governor and Homeland Secu-
rity Director Chertoff for inaction in
responding to the crisis.

Mr. Brown’s statements can probably
be discounted as the words of a dis-
graced individual trying to save face,
but the facts speak for themselves:
government at all levels failed in the
wake of Katrina’s devastation. A
KnightRidder story makes it clear
based on a 2003 Presidential directive
that Homeland Security Director
Chertoff is the line authority for nat-
ural disasters, yet for 36 hours he was
nowhere to be found.
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Questions need to be answered, not to
fix blame but to fix a problem. For ex-
ample, how were Mr. Brown and his po-
litical deputies, all with no experience
in disaster response, appointed as head
of FEMA? Why did it take so long to
get food and water to New Orleans? To
answer them, this body should create a
bipartisan commission of experts to in-
vestigate the failures and flaws in the
system just like we did during 9/11, just
like we did during Pearl Harbor.

Mr. Speaker, hundreds died. Tens of
thousands have lost everything. Bil-
lions will be spent rebuilding the infra-
structure. The stakes are simply too
high to not know what went wrong.
Americans do not want Pollyannish
speeches or a whitewash. They want
answers and results. Mr. Speaker, we
need a bipartisan 9/11-style commission
not only to find out what went wrong
but to give us recommendations to fix
the problem.

————————

CONFIRM JUDGE ROBERTS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday a
judge in San Francisco ruled the
Pledge of Allegiance, which we just
said, is unconstitutional. Again, it is
disturbing how a judge can strike down
a voluntary act of patriotic expression.
Any reading of the founding documents
reveals that the first amendment was
written to guarantee the right of ex-
pression. That should allow for public
displays and proper expressions of faith
in the public square. It also certainly
allows for voluntary expressions of pa-
triotism. But certain judges are ignor-
ing it.

The Constitution established the ju-
diciary as a coequal branch of govern-
ment, not as the final and supreme au-
thority. The hearings on Judge Rob-
erts’ nomination to the Supreme Court
underscore the importance of con-
firming judges who understand this. We
must maintain the proper checks and
balances which our Founders designed.
It is time for Congress and the Presi-
dent to stand up to the courts which
have seized so much power to them-
selves. Ultimately, the survival of our
constitutional Republic will depend on
it.

———
CALLING FOR INDEPENDENT COM-

MISSION REGARDING HURRICANE

KATRINA

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the House today is going to
vote to create a special congressional
committee on preparedness and re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. My ques-
tion is, why do we need a special com-
mittee? That is our job, anyway. We
have a lot of committees in the House
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that are supposed to be doing that
every day all year.

What we need to do is see what hap-
pened. Let us have an independent
commission to check both the execu-
tive branch’s response and also the
congressional branch. We need some-
body to come from the outside and
check both our test and our homework.
Let us not have a sham or a whitewash.

————

SCHOOLYARD FIGHT OVER THE
LADY NAMED KATRINA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, a fight broke
out in one of the public high schools in
Houston, Texas, this week between nu-
merous recent evacuees from Louisiana
and students from the Texas high
school. Several were arrested. The ten-
sion and energy between the ‘‘dis-
placed’ and the ‘‘hometowners’ should
be channeled in a productive way. As a
former judge in Houston, I believe
these culprits should be held account-
able for their attitudes and their atti-
tudes need to be adjusted.

At the end of class on Friday, the
Louisiana kids should be put back on a
yellow school bus and sent back to New
Orleans to spend the weekend cleaning
up their hometown from the mess left
by Katrina. The Texas students should
spend the weekend at the Astrodome
helping the thousands of volunteers in
the relief effort. Then when both sides
arrive back at school on Monday morn-
ing, they should have a different atti-
tude about cooperation.

The schoolyard fight is similar to
those here in the Capitol who gripe,
complain, moan and groan and put
blame on others for the Katrina dis-
aster, but do nothing personally to
help. Cease the fighting words and
rhetoric and get on with the rebuild-
ing, refurbishing, and renewal of our
Nation.

——
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NEED TO CREATE AN INDE-
PENDENT COMMISSION TO EX-
AMINE HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, later today the House will
have under consideration legislation to
create a select bipartisan committee to
investigate the preparation and re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. This
would be a good commission if, in fact,
it was bipartisan. But it is not bipar-
tisan in the sense that both parties do
not have equal access to the informa-
tion or subpoena power or equal num-
bers on the committee to do the inves-
tigation.

Therefore, what we really need is a 9/
11-type commission. The public over-
whelmingly supports a 9/11 commis-
sion, an independent commission to
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